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be pledging himself for the story which he gives "as he
was told." No person who knows anything of the char-
acter and history of Mr. Jeffrey can for a moment be-
lieve that he ever dreamt of regulating the political tone
of his Review upon such considerations as are here as-
cribed to him. It is obvious that the light "badinage of
the Outer House had been misinterpreted by some mat-
ter-of-fact umbra of the Mountain.

I shall conclude this chapter with a summary of book-
sellers' accounts. Marmion was first printed in a splen-
did quarto, price one guinea and a half. The 2000
copies of this edition were all disposed of in less than a
month, when a second of 3000 copies, in 8vo, was sent
to press. There followed a third and a fourth edition,
each of 3000, in 1809; a fifth of 2000, early in 1810;
and a sixth of 3000, in two volumes, crown 8vo, with
twelve designs by Singleton, before the end of that year;
a seventh of 4000, and an eighth of 5000 copies 8vo, in
1811; a ninth of 3000 in 1815; a tenth of 500, in 1820;
an eleventh of 500, and a twelfth of 2000 copies, in fools-
cap, both in 1825. The legitimate sale in this country,
therefore, down to the time of its being included in the
first collective edition of his poetical works, amounted to
31,000; and the aggregate of that sale, down to the
period at which I am writing (May, 1836), may be stated
at 50,000 copies, I presume it is right for me to facilitate
the task of future historians of our literature by preserv-
ing these details as often as I can. Such particulars
respecting many of the great works even of the last cen-
tury are already sought for with vain regret; and I an-
ticipate no day when the student of English civilization
will pass without curiosity the contemporary reception of
the Tale of Hodden Field.always put me in mind
